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I. It is important that students, faculty and staff understand these terms as 
defined in UMBC policies:  

 

UMBC Sexual 
Misconduct 

Policy 

Defined by the UMBC Policy on sexual misconduct 

 
II. These are the definitions that are used to make determinations in the 

reporting of these offenses; as defined by: The Handbook for Campus Safety 
and security Reporting 2016 Edition.  

 
 
 

Domestic 
Violence 

The term "domestic violence" includes felony or misdemeanor crimes of violence 
committed: (a)  by a current or former spouse of the victim, (b) by a person with 
whom the victim shares a child in common, (c) by a person who is cohabiting with or 
has cohabited with the victim as a spouse, (d) by a person similarly situated to a 
spouse of the victim under the domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction 
receiving grant monies, (e) or by any other person against an adult or youth victim 
who is protected from that person's acts under the domestic or family violence laws 
of the jurisdiction.  

 
 
 
 

Dating 
Violence 

The term "dating violence" means violence committed by a person:  

(A) who is or has been in a social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with 
the victim; and  

(B) where the existence of such a relationship shall be determined based on a 
consideration of the following factors:  

(i) the length of the relationship;  
(ii) the type of the relationship;  
(iii) the frequency of interaction between the persons involved in the 

relationship. 

There is no Maryland law definition of dating violence (it is not distinguished from 
general crimes of violence, such as assault). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stalking 

Clery definition: The term "stalking" means engaging in a course of conduct directed 
at a specific person that would cause a reasonable person to (A) fear for his or her 
safety or the safety of others; or (B) suffer substantial emotional distress.  

Maryland law definition: Stalking means a malicious course of conduct that includes 
approaching or pursuing another where:       

(1) the person intends to place or knows or reasonably should have known the conduct would place 
another in reasonable fear:  

(i) of serious bodily injury;  
(ii) of an assault in any degree;  
(iii) of rape or sexual offense as defined by Sections 3-303 through 3-308 of the Criminal Law 

Article of the Maryland Code or attempted rape or sexual offense in any degree;  
(iv) of false imprisonment; or  
(v) of death; or  

(2) that a third person likely will suffer any of the acts listed in item (1) above. 

Code of Student Conduct definition: To follow or otherwise contact another person 
repeatedly, so as to put that person in fear for his or her life or personal safety.  

 

https://humanrelations.umbc.edu/sexual-misconduct/umbc-resource-page-for-sexual-misconduct-and-other-related-misconduct/#_Toc491855813
https://ifap.ed.gov/eannouncements/attachments/HandbookforCampusSafetyandSecurityReporting.pdf
https://ifap.ed.gov/eannouncements/attachments/HandbookforCampusSafetyandSecurityReporting.pdf
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On Campus 
Property 

Offense statistics for any building or property owned or Controlled by the University 
within the same reasonably contiguous geographic area and used by the University 
in direct support of, or in a manner related to, the University's educational purpose, 
including buildings or property the location described herein that is owned by the 
University but controlled by another person and which is frequently used by students 
(such as a food or other retail vendor). (Residential Life buildings are included in the 
next category). 

On-Campus 
Residential Life 

Buildings 

Under the Clery Act, an institution that has on-campus student housing facilities must 
separately disclose two sets of on-campus statistics: 
• The total number of crimes that occurred on campus, including crimes that 
occurred in student housing facilities; and 
• The number of crimes that occurred in on-campus student housing facilities as a 
subset of the total. 

Non-campus 
property 

Offense statistics for non-campus property or building owned or controlled by the 
University that is frequently used by students and is not within the same reasonably 
contiguous geographic area of the institution, or any building/property that is owned 
or controlled by a student organization that is officially recognized by the institution. 

Public property All public property, including thoroughfares, streets, sidewalks, and parking facilities, 
that is within the campus, or immediately adjacent to and accessible from the 
campus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Consent 

Consent is defined as a knowing, voluntary, and affirmatively communicated 
willingness to mutually participate in a particular sexual activity or behavior. It must 
be given by a person with the ability and capacity to exercise free will and make a 
rational and reasonable judgment. Consent may be expressed either by affirmative 
words or actions, as long as those words or actions create a mutually 
understandable permission regarding the conditions of sexual activity or behavior. 
Under this definition, consent can never be assumed. The definition of consent will 
not vary based upon individual cultural variances. Anyone who falls under the scope 
of this Policy is subjected to any and all definitions provided herein including, but 
not limited to, Consent. Source: UMBC Amended Policy on Sexual Misconduct 
  

https://humanrelations.umbc.edu/sexual-misconduct/umbc-resource-page-for-sexual-misconduct-and-other-related-misconduct/#_Toc491855812
https://humanrelations.umbc.edu/sexual-misconduct/umbc-resource-page-for-sexual-misconduct-and-other-related-misconduct/#_Toc491855812
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Crime Definitions 

 
DEFINITION OF CAMPUS SECURITY AUTHORITY (CSA) 

A campus police department or campus security department of the University. 

Any individual who has responsibility for campus security, but is not a member of the UMBC Police 
Department. 

Any individual specified in the University's statement of campus security policy as an individual to which 
students and employees should report criminal offenses. 

An individual of the University who has significant responsibility for student and campus activities. (e.g.: 
student housing, student discipline, athletic directors/coaches and campus student conduct officials) 
 

Murder/ Non-
Negligent 

Manslaughter 

The willful (non-negligent) killing of one human being by another.  Non-negligent Manslaughter: Any 
death caused by injuries received in a fight, argument, quarrel, assault or the commission of a crime. 

Negligent 
Manslaughter 

Any death caused by the gross negligence of another. In other words, it’s something that a reasonable 
and prudent person would not do. 

Rape is the penetration, no matter how slight, of the vagina or anus, with any body part or object, or oral 
penetration by a sex organ of another person, without the consent of the victim. This offense includes the 
rape of both males and females. 

Fondling 
the touching of the private body parts of another person for the purpose of sexual gratification, without the 
consent of the victim, including instances where the victim is incapable of giving consent because of 
his/her age or because of his/her temporary or permanent mental incapacity. 

Incest Non-forcible sexual intercourse between persons who are related to each other within the degrees 
wherein marriage is prohibited by law. 

Statutory Rape Non-forcible sexual intercourse with a person who is under the statutory age of consent. 

Robbery The taking or attempting to take anything of value from the care, custody or control of a person or persons 
by force or threat of force or violence and/or by putting the victim in fear. 

Aggravated Assault An unlawful attack by one person upon another for the purpose of inflicting severe or aggravated bodily 
injury. This type of assault usually is accompanied by the use of a weapon or by means likely to produce 
death or great bodily harm. 

Burglary The unlawful entry of a structure to commit a felony or a theft. For reporting purposes this definition 
includes; unlawful entry with intent to commit a larceny or a felony; breaking and entering with the intent to 
commit a larceny; housebreaking; safecracking; and all attempts to commit any of the aforementioned. 

Motor Vehicle Theft The theft or attempted theft of a motor vehicle.  

Arson The willful or malicious burning or attempt to burn, with or without intent to defraud, a dwelling house, 
public building, motor vehicle or aircraft, or personal property of another. 

Hate Crime a criminal offense that manifests evidence that the victim was intentionally selected because of the 
perpetrator’s bias against the victim. Categories that are reported: (1) Race; (2) Religion; (3) Sexual 
Orientation; (4) Gender; (5) Gender Identity; (6) Ethnicity; (7) National Origin; (8) Disability.  

Weapon Law 
Violation 

Count the number of arrests for Weapons: Carrying, Possessing, Etc. of the violation of laws or ordinances 
dealing with weapon offenses, such as: manufacture, sale or possession of deadly weapons; carrying 
deadly weapons, concealed or openly; all attempts to commit any of the aforementioned. 

Drug Abuse 
Violations 

Count the number of arrests for Weapons: Carrying, Possessing, Etc., the number of arrests for Drug 
Abuse Violations.  

Liquor Law 
Violations 

Count the number of arrests for Weapons: Carrying, Possessing, Etc., the number of arrests for Drug 
Abuse Violations and the number of arrests for Liquor Law Violations. Note:  Drunkenness and driving 
under the influence are not included in this definition. 


	Crime Definitions

